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President’s Remarks 
President Randy welcomed all and shared that Ron Smeaton 
continues to recover and awaits visitors in Room 557 at Guelph 
General Hospital. 

Mayor Karen Farbridge 

Securing an Affordable & Prosperous Future 

Rotarian and City Councillor Karl Wettstein introduced our speaker 
today.  “As you all know, municipal Councillors each beat to their 
own drum and Karen and I each have our own drum as well - but 
there are some areas where we absolutely beat to the same drum – 
One is positively working out our differences.  Two is being 
committed to establishing a solid Governance model for Guelph and 
the third is her topic for today.  

In our world of Pissoirs, Salamanders, Chickens and Dandelions it is 
sometimes hard to stay focused on our top priorities – today’s topic is 
an absolute top priority”.   

Why do we need a capital investment strategy? 

Guelph is identified as a growth centre by the province and is 
expected to absorb 54,000 new residents (population estimate of 
175,000 by the year 2031) and to create 32,400 new jobs in the same 
period of time.  We must strengthen our financial management 
practices to attract investment and build a quality community. 

Continued on page 4 

Upcoming Meetings 

August 21st 

Classification Talk 
Terry McDonnell 

August 28
th

 

Offsite – Ribfest 

Sept 11
th 

Offsite –Tour of City Hall 

Sept 25
th

 

Cancelled for Lobsterfest 

Upcoming Events 

September 14
th

 

Rotary After Hours 
Borealis Grille 

September 25
h
 

Lobsterfest 

October 23-25 

7080 District Conference 
Delta Hotel, Guelph 

June 20-23, 2010 

Rotary International Convention 
Montreal 
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Introduction of New Member – Geoff Topping 
 

Clare Rennie introduced the newest Rotarian in the world, Geoff 
Topping, classification Transportation - Trucking.  Geoff is a 
past member of our club but had to leave when he was unable to 
juggle meetings with his job in Cambridge.  He is now employed 
with MacKinnon Transport in Guelph (VP Sales) and therefore in 
a position where he feels that he will have the time to come back 
to Rotary and “participate in the fellowship and the multitude of 
projects in which we are involved”.  

Geoff is married to Tara and they have two children, Abbey who 
is eight and George who is five.  He comes from a family where 
service work has long been a way of life with both of his parents 
being long-term members of the Shelburne Lions Club.   Geoff is 
himself a past president of that club.  Welcome Geoff. 

 

Attendance 

Present 

Anderson, B. Barr, Beattie, Betik, 
Bradey, Broadwith, Brubacher, 
Buisman, Butella, Clark, Cooney, 
Del Rosario, DuQuesnay, Edwards, 
Farrelly, Ferguson, Funk, Funnell, 
Gammie, Giddy, Halgasev, 
Hewson, Hoag, Housser, Irvine, 
Jackson, Jadeski, Jofriet, Johnson, 
Kelly, Kiely, Knowles, Latreille, 
Mactaggart, Mau, McAuley, 
McDonnell, Neufeld, Newton, 
Olsen, Osman, Paddock, A. 
Pennock, P. Pennock, A. Piccoli, 
Pietrobon, Poulton, Ralph, 
Ramprashad, Rennie, Ricketts, 
Seager, Singh, Slisarenko, Smith, 
Somerville, Stachnyk, L. Stewart, 
Tam, P. Taylor, B. Taylor, M. 
Taylor, Thatcher, Valle, Van Veen, 
van Dreumel, Vieira, Wagner, 
Wettstein, Whittaker, Wilson, 
Wisdom, Worthen 

 

Makeups 

(BBQ: August 6); Scott,  (Lobsterfest: 
July 27); Caron 

 

Guests 

Sheila Barr - Brent Barr 

Thomas Bevan - Richard Broadwith 

Lise Burcher-Mayor Karen Farbridge 
 

Visiting Rotarians 

Peter Moore - Guelph Trillium 

 

This week - August 14
th

 

Editor: Colin Ferguson  

Greeter : Terry van Dreumel 

Registrar: Ruth Thatcher 

 

Next week- August 21st 

Editor: Collin Ferguson 

Greeter: Rob Giddy 

Registrar: Joan Mitges 

 

President’s table 

Mayor Karen Farbridge 

Karl Wettstein 

Lise Burcher 

Ray Funnel 

David Worthen 

Randy Seager, President 

 

Birthdays 

August  16... Rosemary Clark 
August  16... Fil Piccoli 
August  19... Sally Clarke 
August  20... Graham Knowles 
August  20... Lisa Arntz 
 

Anniversaries 

August  15... Ron Newton (6) 
August  18... Dick Chapman (3) 
 

50/50 Draw 

Walter Stachnyk 
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Announcements 

 

Happy Bills 

 

‘Twinkle Toes’ Golf Tournament 

Helmuth Slisarenko announced that the 5th annual 
tournament, in memory of Pat Fitzgerald, will be held 
Monday, October 5th with a shotgun start at 1:00p.m. 
at the Guelph Country Club.  Limit of 48 golfers so 
sign up with Helmuth or Charlie Whittaker ASAP.  
Price is $95, plus a prize, per person for golf and 
dinner. 

 

Rotary Trivia Challenge 

President Randy read his current list of questions and 
urged all to try and win an ‘interesting’ bottle of 
Shiraz from New Zealand. 

Here are this week’s questions: 

1. What was the original number for our current 
District 7080? 

2. What was the name of the 5th person to join 
Rotary? 

3. What is the home club of DG Bob Palmateer? 

Last week’s questions were: 

1. What date was the RC of Guelph Chartered? 

2. What was Luisa wearing on her head last week 
when she made an announcement? 

3. Who is the current longest serving member of our 
club? 

 

Card of Thanks 

Ruth Thatcher read a card of thanks from ICC server 
Ines Bolzon for our thoughts and recognition after the 
recent death of her husband Angelo on July 19th. 

 

 

 

 

 

Liz Cooney 

That she didn’t have to dine alone last Monday at 
Borealis Grille when nine others came to share a drink, 
dinner and conversation.  Liz reminded us that the next 
Rotary After Hours is Monday, September 14th, same 
time (5:30) and same place (Borealis Grille – The 

Taste of Ontario, 3188 Gordon Street) and encouraged 
us to not be worried about the 5:30 start time – the 
group ended up being there for four hours!  No 
reservation required for two drinks (house wine or 
beer on tap) and appetizer. 

Brent Barr 

Very happy, smiling a toothy grin, that not only is his 
wife in attendance today, she just recently completed 
her final exams and is now a fully fledged Dental 
Hygienist. 

Tim Mau 

Gave a happy twoney (to shouts of ‘not enough’) as he 
and his wife Sarah just completed a deal the night 
before to purchase a house and sell theirs.  This also 
made happy men of Murray Taylor, listing agent for 
their new home (which had been on the market a few 
months) and listing agent for their current home, Paul 

Dredge – it has been a long five and one half months. 
 

A Break on Fining 

Sergeant at Arms Paul Taylor, in honour of the 
extreme honesty of the members (who donated $150 in 
voluntary fines last week after Paul implored anyone 
present that day to fine themselves if they have done 
something that was worthy of a fine) gave us a week 
off and instead pledged $35 from his own budget and 
warned that he’d be back at it next week. 
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Continued from page 1 

What do we need to invest in? 

We must maintain our existing infrastructure (hence the common sight of road construction work currently – 
along with upgrading all the services below the road), we must create infrastructure to support growth (new 
water treatment facilities, fire stations, recreational facilities. A new south end Emergency Services Station is 
slated to open summer 2010) and we must implement our strategic priorities (diverse economic base, 
environmental protection, cultural vibrancy and community well-being). 

Diversify our Economic Base 

We must see the completion and opening of the Hanlon Creek Business Park, which is expected to bring 
industry which is in turn expected to create ten to twelve thousand new jobs. 

Current Events Update 

Mayor Farbridge paused to comment on the recent illegal occupation of the Hanlon Creek Business Park.  As of 
yesterday “we have been successful in obtaining an injunction to restrain persons from trespassing and 
interfering with construction activities.  The court also agreed with the City that the Ministry of Natural 
Resources does have authority  under the Endangered Species Act and has given the minister thirty days to 

consider their authority after which (or earlier should the 
Minister decide) we can commence construction.  We remain 
committed to working with the Ministry of Natural Resources 
and developing these employment lands. 
I am an environmentalist.  I bring those values to my life and 
the work I do.  And I don’t believe in compromising my values.  
I am also responsible for managing the growth and 
development of this community and in that capacity, I don’t 
believe in single bottom lines – whether they are economic, 
social or environmental.  Those who dogmatically pit one 
against the others threaten our community’s ability to build a 
secure and prosperous future. 
Maclean’s magazine recently named Guelph the safest 
community in Canada.  We have a quality police service with 
exceptional leadership.  But every Canadian community has a 
police service, so it takes more than that to be the safest 
community in Canada.  It takes being the most caring 
community in Canada.  It takes being proactive about retaining 

and recruiting business to Guelph to create jobs.  The best way to prevent crime is to reduce poverty.  The best 
solution to poverty is a job.  A strong tax base supports the programs and facilities that contribute to building a 
safe and caring community. 
When we are asked to identify our assets as a community, our minds often turn to physical ones like the 
University, our rivers and our downtown.  We usually miss identifying what I believe is our strongest asset – 
and that is our ability to collaborate and work together to build a better community.  I see that ability reflected 
in our national rankings.  I hear it from people looking into our community for the first time.  And I see it every 
day in the many partnerships forged in our community. 
But back to current events – there is more at risk here than a business park although that is enough for the City 
to act.  Increasingly I am hearing people say they feel fearful and intimidated by what they see and hear.  We 
cannot allow intimidation to take root in our community. 

Continued on page 5 
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Continued from page 4 

   
Even the perception of intimidation destroys 
community and compromises our ability to work 
together. Our community has been held hostage The 
lawlessness must end.  I would ask you to join the City 
in speaking out against  those individuals and 
organizations that resort to intimidation to get their 
way and silence different points of view.  If we don’t, 
we put at risk our ability to build a quality 
community”. 

Hanlon Creek Business Park 

Will protect old-growth forest, wetlands and 
groundwater quality and quantity, will restore ten 
hectares of meadowland and increase the tree canopy 
from 26% to 35%.  It will provide ten to twelve 
thousand new jobs.  (Editors note: good information at 
http://www.guelph.ca/document.cfm?noheader=1&sm
oicid=2732 ) 

Other Investments 

The Wilson Street parking garage, the new organics 
processing plant, the Guelph Civic Museum and the 
new Civic Square in front of the new City Hall are all 
in various stages of advancement.  (Editors note:  we 
meet at and tour the new City Hall on September 11th). 

 How does this all compute? 

The City will make investments of $122.5 million in 
capital investment in 2009 ($80.7 in capital and $41.8 
in water and waste water capital).  The money comes 
from internal sources (the taxpayer and user fees) as 
well as external sources (federal/provincial gas taxes, 
federal/provincial grants, development charges and 
partnership funding). 
To determine whether we can afford these investments 
we must address the impact on the taxpayer and the 
current financial position of the City. 
 

 
  
 
The City wishes to maintain quality services and meet 
capital financing needs while ensuring affordability for 
homeowners and competitiveness for business. Hence 
a limit on the amount of tax dollars that can be used 
for capital projects in any given year and then manage 
within the limit.  Council has set a limit on capital 
expenditures such that they will not exceed twenty 
percent of the prior year’s taxation levy (in 2009 the 
actual was seventeen percent). 
 
The City also wishes to meet its capital financing 
needs while ensuring that its AA credit rating is 
maintained.  Hence a maximum limit on debt – the 
outstanding debt is not to exceed fifty-five percent of 
operating revenues (OE) and the principal and interest 
is not to exceed ten percent of OE and the debt to 
reserve ratio is targeted at 1:1.  This creates a 
triangular limit to ensure affordability and 
sustainability. 

And the Last Words 
Affordable and competitive annual funding, improved 
reserves, prudent debt limit to preserve credit rating 
and a balance of the burden between generations.  If 
we are going to borrow from the future then we need 
to be investing in our future and we must build a City 
that Makes a Difference. 

Questions and Thanks 

The Mayor answered several diverse questions and 
was then thanked by Ray Funnell on behalf of the club 
and provided a certificate that the Club has made a 
donation to Polio Plus on her behalf in thanks for 
today’s presentation. 
 

 

Rotary in Canada 

728 ............  Number of Rotary Clubs in Canada 
27,394 .......  Number of Rotarians in Canada 
$853,487.... Amount Canadian Rotarians have given to PolioPlus 
 

Canadian Rotary Stamp 

Canada Post will issue a postage stamp in 
2010 to commemorate the 100 years of 
Rotary in Canada.  The design of the stamp 
will be developed over the next few months. 

 


